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in person at the Austrian Legation. It may be
doubted whether that answer was read. He had
scarcely returned to his office ere he received a
message that the reply was unsatisfactory, and at
6.30 p.m., or forty-five minutes after the receipt of
the Serbian answer, the Austrian Minister left
Belgrade.

Next day, Sunday the 26th, there began that
feverish week of diplomatic effort which constitutes
as dramatic an episode as modern annals can show.
The chief part was played by Sir Edward Grey, the
British Foreign Secretary, whose labours for peace
up till the last moment were of incalculable value in
establishing the honesty of purpose of the Entente
in the eyes of neutral peoples. His first step was to
approach Germany, France, and Italy, with a view
to calling a conference in London to mediate in the
Austro-Serbian quarrel. He met with a cordial
response from Paris and Rome, but from Berlin he
was informed that Germany would have nothing to
do with any conference. On July 28th Austria de-
clared war on Serbia.

It would appear, however, that the rapid action
of Austria compelled the civilian statesmen of Ger-
many to pause and reflect. They had determined
upon war, but they did not wish to drop the mask
of reasonableness, and a lingering prudence made
them seek to limit the coming conflict. Above all,
they wished to do nothing that might bring Britain
into the arena against them. Accordingly they
adopted the pose of trying to moderate Austria's
precipitation. On the evening of the 28th the
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